Lesson Thirteen : G major and other Tunings

G Major

We have been tuning and playing the guzheng on D major pentatonic since the
beginning of the book. We can also play in other scales by adjusting the tuning of
the guzheng. Please refer to the introduction to see some other possible tunings.

One other common played scale is the G major pentatonic. Changing the tuning
of the guzheng from D to G, we need to tighten the tension of 4 strings. String #4,
#9, #14, and #19.

These are the strings that are tuned in F* originally. Now we want to tune them
into G. In order to do so, we can move the bridge slightly to the right to increase
half a key, or we can tighten the string using the tuning wrench to increase the
pitch.

So, now we have a new scale :

G major Pentatonic Scale
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Notice that the 1 2 35 6 are all in different places. The 1 string is now a 5, the 2
iSnow a 6, the 3isnow a 1, the 5 is now a 2, and the 6 is now a 3. Pluck through
a few times to get familiar with the new scale.
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Moon Over West River P'ii” £
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This song is a Chaozhou classic, where 4 is slightly higher than a regular 4, and 7
is slightly lower than a regular 7.

volume from soft to loud

> volume from loud to soft
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Other Tuning

Besides G-major, we can also tune to other pentatonic scale. Common ones are F-
major, C-major, and A-major. Please refer to the introduction for these major
scales.

Other than that, we can also tune guzheng in different tunings by changing the
tension of the strings.

For this song “Auld Lang Syne”:

1. Move the bridge (or tighten the string) of string #12 to the right to raise the
pitch to C#, or 7 in the D-major scale.

2. Move the bridge (or tighten the string) of string #19 to the right to raise the
pitch to G, or 4 in the D-major scale.

The new scale is :

124561235712356 123561

Auld Lang Syne
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